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textbooks. Professor West has taken advantage of this necessity and produced 
a book which is much more than a revision of his Modern World. 1 

Those familiar with the Modern World will recall that the first seventh of 
its contents contains a brief summary of earlier history. This feature has also 
been included in The Story of Modern Progress, one-sixth of the entire story 
being devoted to a survey similar to that found in the Modern World. Inas- 
much as this summary included the Renaissance period it was necessary to 
give more space to it. The text proper begins with the Age of the Reformation 
and contains eleven parts. An unusual amount of space is given to English 
history. American history is omitted except where the connection of events 
demands its introduction. For example, the colonization of the seventeenth 
century, the intercolonial wars of the eighteenth century, America's industrial 
inventions in the nineteenth century, and our recent advance in world-politics 
are all treated from the viewpoint of world-development, and not from a 
restricted American position. Part XI is devoted to the war and the new age. 
It contains eight well-written chapters which in themselves are enough to com- 
mend the book to teachers of modern history. For a one-year course in 
modern European history there is possibly no better text on the market. 



Pupil self-government. — Modern civics teaching is demanding much 
participation on the part of the pupil. One way to get this desirable activity 
is through the introduction of student self-government into a class or a school. 
Some English experiments with this sort of thing have been published quite 
recently. 2 Besides narrating his experience in introducing classroom republics 
into his school the author of this little book discusses in some detail the. advan- 
tages of the system and some objections to it. Some attention is also given 
in the last two chapters to the subject, "The School Republic. " Those inter- 
ested in the teaching of practical civics will find many helpful suggestions in 
Mr. Craddock's little book. 

Teacher-training in Minnesota. — The using of high schools for the training 
of country teachers has become quite prevalent in some sections of the country. 
For this reason a wide interest is sure to be shown in a recent publication in 
this field of endeavor.^ Professor Coffman has made an exhaustive survey 
of the situation that existed in the teacher-training departments in Minnesota 
during the school years 1915-16 and 1916-17. Included in the report are 
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